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Wait . . . and Listen
by Charles R. Swindoll
Read Esther 4:12--17; Isaiah 41:10, 13
During the three days of waiting, there is a "white space" when nothing is
happening---at least nothing visible. You could easily tell yourself at the
time, "I'm waiting in vain. Nothing's going to change." That's what the
adversary wants you to think: "Waiting's a waste." Don't you believe it!
When the enemy's message roams into your mind, you need to kick it out.
Reject it. Look at another verse in Isaiah, just a few verses after the "eagle"
verse.
Do not fear, for I am with you;
Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you, surely I will help you,
Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.
For I am the LORD your God, who upholds your right hand,
Who says to you, "Do not fear, I will help you." (Isaiah 41:10, 13)
It's those kinds of thoughts that surely strengthened Esther while she was
waiting, praying, and fasting for those three days. Mordecai did the same,
as Esther had commanded. But now their roles were reversed. He was no
longer in charge; she was. Or, better still, the Lord was. And as the Lord
gripped her heart, she became unafraid of what she faced.
This may be one of those "white spaces" in your own life. Maybe it's time
for you to pray and fast and to call upon a few close friends to fast and
pray with you. Maybe it's time for you to say, "I'm not going to rush into
this unpredictable and unprecedented situation. I can't find the path to
walk. So I'm going to wait. In the meantime, I'm going to give it to God. I'm
going to listen with a sensitive ear and watch the Lord's leading with a
sensitive eye."
God counsels us with His eye. The eye makes no sound when it moves. It
requires a sensitive, earthly eye to watch the movement of the eye of God--God's directions. All He may do is turn your attention in another direction.
But that may be all you need. As you wait, listen. Pore over a favorite
passage in His Word. Quietly give attention to His presence, and He gives
you direction.
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